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Giskes, London Calling North thrown the author give glimpse 
British Book Center William Kimber. July 20, 1953. rivalry between his organization the “old regime” 
Bay 208p. $3.50. and Himmler’s security police. According Giskes, 
1950, London Calling North Pole not much book had almost much trouble with the Nazis 
reviewed discussed. Its author, who with his foreign foe. Luckily, came out best 
the war-time chief German military counter-espion- both engagements. Following the attempt Hitler’s 
age Holland, Belgium and Northern France, stayed alive while both his chief and deputy 
the almost incredible account how, were murdered the Nazis. And the eyes 
his direction, the British and Dutch Secret Services his former enemy managed exonerate himself 
Good 
were outwitted for nearly two years Operation from the deaths the captured agents, whose lives 
Nordpol. The particular point the code promised spare. was discharged prisoner 
stems, course, from the fantastic nature the whole war and internee September, 1948, with the writ- 
operation. ten recognition that his services had been “in accord- 
Village Following the capture Lt. Lauwers, ance with international law and the unwritten laws 
Rinehart Dutchman trained England, who had been operating humanity. 
clandestine radio set between The Hague and Lon- London Calling North Pole intriguing story are 
don, Giskes’ staff succeeded deceiving the British spy stories. well written, although cumber- 
lore the continuing “play back” the set without ever arousing some times. devoid any unwholesome lan- 
closely the slightest suspicion. fact, there were times guage and incidents, except for several offhand re- 
under control the Abwehr many fourteen but its subject matter and presentation will have 
have links between the Dutch underground and London. limited appeal. occasionally extremely technical 
Village consequence, number R.A.F. bombers, after and necessitates the aid glossary (fortunately in- 
Sala- unknowingly dropping large quantities guns, explo- cluded), and some diligent perusal. has, and still 
the sives and other materiel into the hands the waiting any controversy—well, shrewd and clever 
Allen enemy, were shot down. fifty-four agents sent chief will never lose his skill and can 
-tellers. London who were caught the trap, later developed always play the game. 
that forty-seven had been put death without trial Francis Ullrich, 
the Mauthausen concentration camp the autumn Manhattan College, 
deceptive activity Operation Nordpol New York 71, New York 
finally came end when two the captured agents 
1951, escaped and made their way back London. 
With the appearance London Calling North Pole CONTENTS 
the one begins wonder the growing list books and Book and Classification Author 
ambler, ome these literary and cinematic presentations have igns Lije ouvel, Francois 
sub- done excellent job extolling the foe and his suc- 
but the cesses while, the same time, making the Allies look The Black City (Ila) Caulfield, 
Bill mighty ridiculous. The present contribution Lady Bay Maass, Edgar 
exception. Even epilogue Lt. Lauwers, Eagle and the Wind (IIb) Stover, Herbert 
atan the Suburbs (Ila) Russell, Bertrand 
which attempts explain his role the decep- Ahead Time 
tion and how his efforts warn London remained un- The Bonanza Trail (Ila) Wolle, Muriel 
various Parliaments this incident, and the criticisms 
hurled back and forth between the two intelligence Symbols Classification: Suitable for General 
services. The affair, are told, has been the subject of: 
4 Immora anguage or incidents. . FPermissidie 
Dutch Parliamentary what Discriminating IV. Not Recommended Any 
Class Reader. 
the revelation this operation, some interesting 
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Louvel, Francois, O.P., and Louis Putz, C.S.C. 
Signs Life 
Fides. Aug. 15, 1953. 134p. $2.75. 
Liturgy means sacramental praise God, sacramental 
nourishment for men. Liturgy the Church prayer 
and the Church Christ, God’s Word incarnate 
Head and members until time shall have run its course. 
There Catholic life, then, but liturgical life, 
asping the benefits redemption save the 
acting out symbol mysteries unseen. The 
Church has always known this elementary truth con- 
cerning its own existence, but history’s vicissitudes have 
had obscuring effect. Christ life and the life 
transmitted sign. One reads hears the spoken 
word, one aided from high believe, one gives 
testimony the love that marks the true believer 
lifetime pourings and eatings and judgments mercy 
and anointings. The signs portray the reality God’s 
love; more importantly, they convey that reality. 
Catholic language, sacraments are known efficacious 
signs because they achieve the transmission the very 
grace they signify. Surrounding them are the rich set- 
tings known sacramentals, which prayers, blessings 
and rites, the time their origin least, had the 
supernaturally instructive effect arousing the 
recipient dispositions worthy the awful event. 


Father Louvel the French Dominican whose sacra- 
mental albums, Fétes Saisons, have received hand- 
some editorial treatment the hands those Univer- 
sity Notre Dame alumni and others business 
Fides Publishers Association. Since 1951 one-half mil- 
lion copies their striking page rotogravure pam- 
phlets have appeared, titled Baptism, The Mass, 
riage, and The Priest. The substance the texts 
available now book form augmented treatment 
the remaining sacraments, the whole being neatly 
adapted the American scene Father Putz the 
Notre Dame faculty. Photographic work confined 
seven cuts the jacket pleasing layout done 
the volume’s designer, Clarence Giese. 


the book has flaw tendency repeat occa- 
sional infelicitous phrases and examples that were bet- 
ter forgotten the Catholic religious education task: 
sin likened leprosy cancer; the Church baptism 
grasp this soul from Satan’s grasp,” 
coequal forces were pitted; the creation man entitling 
him more sonship God than were rock 
tree (so heighten the sonship divine adoption 
contrast). The overpowering effect the essays, 
one great strength and sureness. The 
scriptures are used with moving force, whether 
matter inspired typology, some illustration sac- 
ramental reality favored the Fathers, the simple 
happy accommodation the good teacher. Although 
the two testaments are the essential grounding the 
dogmatic presentation there lack lighter device. 
Throughout, attention paid the actual lives, social 
and individual, that today’s readers must live. 


seems unbelievable that Catholic adults should 
parched long for waters that are essential Catholic 
life. Now, separated single publishing season from 
Clifford Howell’s Sacraments and Sacrifice, the rock 
struck second time. There something read 
(in academic context, there textbook study 


Best 


from), which should make the Church’s mysteries less 
baffling though surely the greater mystery. 


Gerard Sloyan, 
Catholic University America, 
Washington, 


Smith, Dorothy Evelyn Proud Citadel 
Dutton. Aug. 10, 1953. 319p. $3.00. 


Proud Citadel not only the story strong girl’s 
stubborn fear love; also, and notably, novel 
about the Yorkshire coast. full Yorkshire life 
and Yorkshire countryside, redolent sea and 
shore. not really distinguished novel, still 
good one, pleasant summer reading. and probably 
cut above the type book usually placed 
category. 

The “proud citadel” is, patently enough, the heart 
girl, Jess Kennedy. Born and reared the slums and 
inured misery, she convinced that the only way 
tranquillity through absolute reserve self. Sent 
the Yorkshire coast after the death her parents, she 
finds her heart invaded the old lady who takes her 
in, places and dogs and, especially and finally, 
young man. The youth hurts her deeply proving 
untrue promise and, rather than ever communicate 
with him again, she marries weak, unamiable little 
clerk order have name give her child. 
years later, when she widow, that she discovers 
that love essential her life. 

The plot long for short novel and times the 
story seems formless; but interesting and builds 
powerful last scene. The atmosphere good; some 
readers may wish that there were little less sea and 
country, but those who like the changing seaside will 
relish Mrs. Smith’s settings. There are few mem- 
orable people the novel, especially the old lady, Mrs. 
Firth. Mrs. Firth good character, unfortunately 
and stupidly marred her seeing things crystal 
ball. Some arrant nonsense about this object is, fact, 
blot the whole book, book which has much 
sanity and soundness it. Sensible readers should 
able overlook occasional foolishness and enjoy read- 


able story. 
William Hill, 
Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Mackworth, Cecily Spring’s Green Shadow 
Dutton. July 24, 1953. 202p. $3.00. 


The cycle cause and effect growing out oversize 
case hero worship the governing factor this novel 


issued the Library, University 


BEST SELLERS Scranton, Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Subscription price, $4.00; Single Copies, Cents; 
Canadian and Foreign, $4.50. Syndicate Subscription, 
$10.00, gives right reprinting classifications and 
separate reviews. Entered second class matter, 
April 16, 1943, the post office Scranton, Penn- 
sylvania, under the act March 1879. Copyright, 
1953, the University Scranton. Indexed the 
Catholic Periodical Index. 
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HEADLINERS 


Book and Classification Author and Review 
Nésirée Selinko Jan. 
The Silver Chalice Aug. 
The High and the Mighty (IIb) May 
The Caine Mutiny Apr. 
Kingfishers Catch Fire (Ila) June 
Bridges Toko-Ri (Ila) Michener July 
Beyond This Place (Ila) Cronin Aug. 
Battle Cry Uris May 


Jan. 
Apr. 
Aug. 


May 
Feb. 


Herzog 
Toynbee 
Crosby 


Annapurna 
The World and the West (Ila) 
Call Lucky 
Major Speeches 

Adlai Stevenson Stevenson 
The White Marshall 


tive sort story, peopled with varieties selfishness 
and abstract ideas the pursuit personal freedom, 
the whole thing circling toward mistily defined con- 
clusion. 


Though all the villagers Pont-y-Gibby might endorse 
Molly Gethryn their social leader nonpareil, Laura 
saw her mother truer light indomitable in- 
dividual who could ride mercilessly over the desires 
husband and daughter will. Wéith constant friction 
home, the gentleness her scholarly tutor, David 
Howells, and secretly snatched moments companion- 
ship with his daughter, Mair, were Laura’s refuge dur- 
ing bitter childhood. 


Even after his violent death, the memory her old 
friend and his self-made intellectual philosophy lingered 
through the girl’s dreary school years, influencing 
great extent her escape from Wales Paris, where the 
half measure common alliance with Idris Howells 
helped fill the gap her pattern lonely living. 


Laura’s absorption with the Howells family had all the 
signs continuing indefinitely, until she had the oppor- 
tunity examine some the professor’s notes, which 
bared youthful soul groping similar her own. 
Armed last with understanding his weaknesses 
well his strength, she was able lay the ghost 
the past and face adulthood her choosing. 
the author says, anyway. 


Readers who are looking for punch curtain line won’t 
find here. Like the forerunning chapters, the end 
the book neither sensational nor imaginative, but 
simply terminal point that evokes little emotion one 
way the other. 

Lois Slade, 


Dubuque, Iowa 


* * 


Caulfield, The Black City 
Dutton. July 27, 1953. 256p. $3.00. 

Belfast between the wars the Black City the title, 
and the blackness created the bitterness that per- 
Meates all the actions and the feelings its citizens. 
Chiefly episodic character, this novel concentrates 
for the greater part IRA activities and the ironic 


Caulfield Maass 


observation impassioned events newspaper re- 
porter. Echoes Odd Man Out and The Informer 
not detract from the virtues this tale. The virtues 
are movement, variety and good characterization. While 
the author proposes solution the divided condi- 
tion Belfast, adults will find sobering and some- 
what grim story which will least increase under- 
standing some the stranger aspects the Irish 
character. 

Clinton Maguire, 

New York, New York 


Lady Bay 


Maass, Edgar 
Scribner’s. July 


Translated Richard and Clara Winston. 
13, 1953. 309p. $3.50. 

This combination history and murder based 
authentic incident 17th-century France when beau- 
tiful and fascinating marquise, member the noblesse 
robe and high the king’s favor, was accused 
poisoning three members her family and attempt- 
ing murder three others. 


Central figure this fictional version the 40-year-old 
Lieutenant Desgrez the Paris police, whose attention 
was called document purporting payment 
for services rendered and signed the marquise’s 
family name. Since the receipt had been held 
dispenser poisons, now dead, and since three mem- 
bers her family had died suddenly, the lieutenant 
began quiet investigation. This brought him con- 
tact with young lawyer named Briancourt who, hav- 
ing dropped his earlier plans become religious, had 
been accountant for and lover the marquise and 
tutor her sons. Easily ensnared her charm, 
confused her with his reading primitive pagan god- 
desses. Though frantically refusing murder her 
request, continued stay her home spite 
attempts his life. Jailed Desgrez, wrote out 
long account their relations, including the mar- 
quise’s acknowledgment him that she had caused 
the deaths her father and two brothers. 


Remained for the lieutenant the dual problem sub- 
stantiating the young lawyer’s hysterical account, and 
arresting the suspect. For several years trailed 
her—to England, Holland and back France, frus- 
trated each time her taking refuge convent 
where she was safe from all but the most indisputable 
evidence. Disguised worldly Parisian abbé, Des- 
grez eventually tricked her outside the convent walls, 
and brought her trial before Parliament which or- 
dered her public humiliation and beheading. Where- 
upon Desgrez who had previously hunted her bodily 
upon even more intensive stalk her 
soul. 


Many phases this romantic adventure tale recall the 
Three Musketeers and their vengeful tracking down 
“Milady,” even the pursuer falling love with the 
pursued. Maass however gives his story psychological 
twist ascribing his character will destruction 
and guilt complex, the same time that arrogant 
Calvinistic belief her heavenly predestination sup- 
ported her. uses social angle also his descrip- 
tions the Sun King’s realm, rotten the core and 
ready for collapse, infecting the lives peasant and 


noble alike. this background manners, values 
and laws which gives substance the story, particu- 
larly they relate the privileged position church 
and state, privileges too often abused. And the 
characters the lieutenant police and the young 
lawyer, rather than that the marquise, which give 
plausibility the tale. 


Two devices used carry the plot seem contrived: 
Briancourt’s experiences are, the lieutenant’s sugges- 
tion, written down rather than narrated, thus forming 
plot within plot and bearing resemblance the 
factual account normally expected. The marquise’s 
defiant hardness eventually broken down 
ascetic priest, friend and confidant the lieutenant, 
man gifted with premonitions, who had ten years 
earlier brief contact sensed that the marquise was 
demon-driven. Briefly annoying the use two writ- 
ten confessions, the first which destroyed unread 
might have solved the whole plot, and the second 
which used conclusive evidence. The translation 
smooth and idiomatic, giving little hint the original 
language, though occasional turgid phrase and word 
may not have been the author’s own. Adventure 
readers will probably take such weaknesses their 
stride. But the purple patches Briancourt’s story 
will withhold from adolescent’s use. 


Helen Butler, Ph.D., 
Department Librarianship, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Stover, Herbert The Eagle and the Wind 
Dodd, Mead. July 13, 1953. 308p. $3.00. 


After short venture into the Civil War, Herbert 
Stover has returned Revolutionary times the Sus- 
quehanna region with tale not quite well done 
his first three but nevertheless the same tradition and 
equally welcome. Again his hero, the young inden- 
tured Jeffry Claus, manages, his own ineptitude and 
hastiness, enmesh himself Fate’s coils that 
only failure and death the hands foe and friends 
await him. And again act heroism and 
fortuitous chain events extricated; good wins 
over evil and true love lives happily ever after. 
hackneyed formula and one not conducive great 
literary accomplishment but one that pays off reader 
interest and enjoyment. Mr. Stover’s latest tale laid 
the country from Harrisburg north and west along 
the West Branch the Susquehanna what was 
called the Fair Play country. 


Jeffry Claus had been indentured Mark Fultz, had 
become gunsmith and was nearly through his time. 
His master had cancelled his indenture but when the 
old man died the document could not found and 
Jeff was sold Henry Ribner part the estate. 
Ribner had trading station below Sunbury and served 
the British listening post their plans bring 
Indians and rangers down upon Washington’s rear and 
left flank destroy his supply and armament sources. 
Jeff’s friends hoped use him spy confound 
Ribner but Jeff’s headstrong temper and lust for Abigail 
Ribner gave him into Henry’s hands and his friends 
rescue him after serious whipping. When 


Best 


Ribner was found murdered Jeffry was accused and 
hunted colonial authorities well.. 

But Peter Grube took him north into the Fair Play 
country and Jeffry worked happily save for his affection 
for Susan Grube. devious ways Jeffry learned 
projected British plans and finally succeeded 
ing ambuscade colonial task force which later 
wiped out the Indian bases the north. the same 
time series confessions cleared Jeff and left him 
free wed Susan. 

Save for the objectionable passages dealing with Jeffry’s 
extracurricular amours with Abigail and Melidy the 
book suitable entertainment for all. The inclusion 
such material, however, restricts adults. 


= * * 


Russell, Bertrand Satan the Suburbs 
Simon Schuster. July 16, 1953. 148p. $3.00. 


This book surprises. Chief these, perhaps, 
the name the title page. That Lord Russell, the 
mathematician and philosopher, should tum 
teller tales mildly astonishing. Equally 
able the fact that the publisher should feel that these 
horribly dated Victorian wheezes, however amusing 
come upon magazine, should achieve the perma 
nence book form. Except for “topical” references 
Martians and atomic matters, these yarns, far 
style and (particularly) dialogue are concerned, could 
have been written years ago. “The Guardians 
Parnassus” the best the five stories the book; 
it’s brief yarn about the curious revenge Fellow 
“Oxbridge” took upon the Master his college. The 
title story, after promising much, ends weakly with the 
intimation that its narrator mad. There are few 
perfunctory ‘at worldly Church England 
clergy, but nothing baleful here. There danger, 
course, that for uninitiate readers this harmless book 
might serve introduce the author’s professional 


writings. 
Riley Hughes, 
4443 Alton Place, 
Washington, 


* 


Ahead Time 


Kuttner, Henry 
177p. $0.35 paper; 


Ballantine Books. 
$2.00 hardbound. 
Henry Kuttner husband and wife team which also 
writes science fiction under the pseudonym Lewis 
Padgett and dozen others. Currently the team 
seeking Masters’ degrees the University Southern 
California English and Psychology. Not that they 
really need since the team has been writing intriguing 
science fiction shorts for years. And all them have 
had psychological twist which rendered them more 
readable. Such stories the mechanical brains (in- 
tegrators) haunted ghosts, the man who traded his 
soul the devil for immortality and lent the devil his 
conscience for security, the indestructible robot who 
eluded insanity learning how destroy himself, 
the hillbilly family who could manipulate atomic 
and several others make interesting reading and some 
cases amusing speculation. Yet some the ideas are 
partially evil and some the writing suggestive 
that this collection can recommended only 
able for adults. 


July 20, 1953. 
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Wolle, Murial Sibell The Bonanza Trail 
Indiana University Press. June 30, 1953. 510p. $8.50. 


1926 Mrs. Muriel Sibell Wolle, faculty member 
the University Colorado, made the mistake visit- 
ing Central City, that same state. The result was 
incurable urge visit more old mining towns, especially 
the so-called ghost towns. the past five years, 
Mrs. Wolle has spent much time and effort visiting 
hundreds old mining towns twelve the western 
states. The result this magnificent book 510 pages, 
with its scores illustrations the author, its well 
drawn maps, its rich bibliography, and its detailed 
index. You can open any page and read fasci- 
nating story; the difficulty lies getting the book closed, 
even after midnight. richly deserves the very com- 
plimentary review accorded the front page the 
New York Herald-Tribune book section for July 26. 
Mrs. Wolle conferred with survivors when she could 
find them, the ghost towns; she searched through old 
newspaper files; she studied local histories. The result 
one the most colorful histories that one could de- 
sire man’s quest for sudden wealth. Humor there 
plenty the book; and also much tragedy. Towns 
sprang over night and developed suddenly into 
cities; then the mines petered out and the people simply 


left, leaving the buildings and many their possessions. 


Almost unbelievable stories are told, together with con- 
vincing evidence their truth. 


For example, William Watson White Oaks, New 
Mexico, bought presumably worthless mine joke 
for one dollar; soon was producing $35,000 each 
week. Organ, also New Mexico, the Torpedo 
mine produced over $1,000,000 copper and silver be- 
fore was 300 feet deep. This was 1900. 1905 
the mine was closed. The boom was over. would 
expected, the Comstock lode Virginia City, 
Nevada, given considerable attention. This rich vein 
gold and silver produced about $900,000,000. Two 
the richest mines Virginia City produced $1,100,- 
000 bullion eight days 1877. Goldfield, 
Nevada, Charles Taylor was unable sell his claim for 
paltry $150; later the mine brought him over 
$1,250,000. 


Less than page devoted many the towns; 
More important one, like Deadwood, South Dakota, 
has ten pages devoted it. The silver depression 
1893 cut Deadwood’s population from 25,000 1,600. 
The rough life the frontier, the constant Indian 
menace many localities, the destructive fires that 
wiped out many the towns, the varied forms en- 
tertainment, moral and immoral, are all included 
the interesting pages this book. Mrs. Wolle has suc- 
cessfully recaptured the spirit the mining towns 
the West; yours whenever you open her book. 


Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, Illinois 
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Barrett, Edward Truth Our Weapon 
Funk Wagnalls. June 15, 1953. 355p. $4.00. 


This apology for the United States Information 
ervice. defense any particular agency among 
those which have appeared within the last ten years 


Wolle Barrett 


help win wars, hot cold, usually gets mixed with 
defense the men and measures involved basic 
foreign policy and national defense. Readers Mr. 
Barrett’s book—which takes into consideration the hap- 
pier aspects the history wartime propaganda— 
may applaud his hard-hitting replies critics like 
Senator McCarthy, they may sympathize with him over 
his budget difficulties with Congress when was run- 
ning “Campaign Truth” the Truman adminis- 
tration, and they may learn from this former director 
our propaganda that his work could not consist 
merely turning out truthful statements dupli- 
cating machine for immediate translation 
cast all languages. However, the chances are that 
the reader’s appreciation any the points made will 
affected his understanding policy mistakes 
made the past, mistakes which could have served 
good purpose only they taught that cannot just 
wish the consequences upon other people and then 
forget them. The has never made clear 
either home abroad that our mistakes have really 
served that purpose. 


Examples shortsightedness the part our 
leaders are usually remembered along with the “line” 
public justification used official statements and 
press releases offered the time these mistakes oc- 
curred. usually assumed that the authors the 
justifications believed what they were writing, that 
hardly expected that alert critics will 
wholly agreeable continued support these men 
after the policy-makers have been discerdited any 
extent. Mr. Barrett aware the connection; 
realizes that there have been mistakes policy and 
propaganda; but seems less inclined accept 
judgments failures than inclined argue that 
made insufficient preparations adopt and support 
alternative programs. 


Mr. Barrett nowhere meets the charge that informa- 
tion service can used, and perhaps sometimes has 
been used this country, cover mistakes. 
wish had given account connected policy 
and propaganda with regard the defeats and with- 
drawals Asia 1949 and 1950. There were state- 
ments made just before the attack upon South Korea 
which suggested that not only could have done 
nothing stop the triumph Communism China 
but that the Red forces could expected overrun 
all Korea and also Formosa; and were asked 
believe that none these places was essential our 
Pacific defense. fact that some people date their 
complete lack confidence the nation’s leaders, and 
their apologists, from that time; and there still 
feeling some quarters that was the American 
people, not foreigners, who were the objects propa- 
ganda which insulted their intelligence. remains 
very irritating when are now told page 
Mr. Barrett’s book that, after all the casualties and 
all the destruction the Korean battle, the chief 
significance the fighting over the past three years 
was one propaganda! Surely not obscure 
point history that Russia, China, and Japan have 
exerted themselves mightily for control what Mr. 
Rhee trying unify independent country; and 
that land is, has been for many years, the keyhole 
for the unlocking strategic domination Asia. 
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Davenport 


Mr. Barrett, and perhaps few others, should try 
compass arc map examine the circle within 
six hundred mile radius from Seoul. Such ex- 
amination might reveal that the North Korean air- 
fields left the Communists the present truce will 
have more than mere propaganda value our 
enemies. But the real point all that the 
quondam master our information service still blind 
the history and geography Korea one may infer 
that our policy can remain warped the consequences 
bad rationalizations long after they are made. 


Another criticism the service Mr. Barrett defends, 
and one which likewise fails meet, stems from 
uneasy awareness that some shrewd publicists may 
directing campaign misrepresentation while they 
pretend fight our battles abroad. Investigations— 
smears Mr. Barrett would call them—have revealed 
that staff members the Voice America have been 
recruited from among elements conspicuous for their 
estrangement from anything that could called 
American norm opinion. They come from what 
not too plainly described the “Non-Communist 
Left,” which euphemism for belligerent Socialism 
divorced from Moscow tutelage. Congress certainly 
has right know about their backgrounds least 
determine their usefulness; and the American people 
have right representative government they have 
right challenge the existence these political 
“sports” the public payroll. The same reasoning 
applies literature which, even when one interprets 
the word very broadly, can called un-American. 


But all this not said deny Mr. Barrett’s book the 
praise deserves for bringing out forcibly the great 
importance information service. Here learn, 
possibly for some will come shock, that the 
service already large that best compared with 
iceberg, little appears above the surface. 
That the Kremlin takes the Voice very seriously clear 
from the amount effort expended upon “jamming” 
operations—which are extensive that the Voice 
affords the incidental advantage tying good 
part Soviet electronics production. just unfor- 
tunate that the very title the work suggests prag- 
matism which has been troublesome before and may 
again. almost superfluous point out that the 
truth weapon cuts both ways, and more the 
disadvantage ourselves forget the nature it. 


John Farrell, 
Hyattsville, Maryland 


Davenport, Basil 
Olaf Stapledon 
Funk Wagnalls. June 1953. 775p. $5.00. 
For twenty years Olaf Stapledon has been considered 
one the leaders science fiction. His novels have 
been long, serious and frequently dull; seeking 
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end goal for the human race has plunged into 
sort natural mysticism which postulates material and 
psychic immensities which man can ascend only 
break off note cosmic cataclysm, black despair 
some immensity whose significance beyond human 
understanding. Sometimes hints that this immensity 
may God but never does accept it; him ad- 
vancement the human race all and the final end 
the individual human being nothing. essence his 
philosophy Existentialist though shoves back the 
borders despair from the individual the race. 


The present collection Basil Davenport includes five 
so-called novels, ranging from the long the short 
from the impossible the super-fantastic. “Last and 
First Men” long, semi-mythological survey the 
progress and evolution humanity through hundreds 
cultures and millions years, through cycles 
cendancy and near extinction, through forms with 
many non-human characteristics final disintegration 
with only this one final has been 
striving hear the music the spheres, 
seemed himself once and again catch some phrase 
it, even hint the whole form it. Yet 
can never sure that has truly heard it, nor even 
that there any such perfect music all heard.” 
And continuing “Man himself his degree eternally 
beauty the eternal form things. very good 
have been man. And may forward 
gether with laughter our hearts—For shall make 
after all fair conclusion this brief music that 
man.” 


the “Star-maker” Stapledon projects man through 
the reaches space and time examine cultures and 
life forms created the Star-maker (God?) concluding 
that the Star-maker contemplative rather than 
loving spirit. “Odd John” there told the tale 
mutant superman who falls before humanity’s ruth- 
less ignorance after having been quite ruthless himself 
his treatment humanity. “Sirius” there the 
story dog whose intelligence has been hypertrophied 
until equals that man and who must live 
human world that does not understand 
finally crushed the burden. Flames” the 
story parapsychologist contacted civilization 
flames whose origin the sun and who wish 
co-operate with man. the other tales, con- 
clusion reached, the whole ending notes con- 
fusion. 


Stapledon has become mine from which modern 
writers dig their plots and weave their tales. such 
His stories, however, are much too confusing, too psy- 
chological and too stuffy for devotees action-packed 
adventure typical today’s science fiction. Some 
few, however, will attracted his pseudo-philo- 
sophical mysticism and those readers need warned 
against him. His work suitable only for mature dis- 
criminating readers. 
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